Update #6: Dec. 22, 2009

 Dear Gaza Freedom March Participants:

 It's just a few days until we gather in Cairo for the Gaza Freedom March!

 In this update:

--Contact the press and your reps!!!

--Logistics update

--Critical reminders

It's critical that you contact the press and your elected officials!

 The Egyptian government's recent denial of our request to enter Gaza-a position we are strenuously fighting-has given the media an interesting angle and we are starting to get lots of calls. So try your press again. Send them the press release and let them know that you are on your way to Cairo with every intention of going to march in Gaza.

Please call the Egyptian Embassy (in the US 202-895-5400) and tell them to let us into Gaza. Then call your representatives' offices and let them know you are going. If they are sympathetic, ask them to call the Egyptian Embassy on your behalf.

The more we do to get press and officials involved, the better our chances of getting into Gaza!!!

Critical reminders

Before you leave home:

--Review the packing list in the Questions and Answers section of the Web site. In particular, don't forget at least three copies of the photo page of your passport (packed where you can get at them easily); adaptors for any electrical appliances (two round prongs); a rain jacket or poncho with hood; insect repellant; towel and shower shoes; power bars or other healthy, easily packed snacks for 5 days; and - if you chose the "camping" option -- a sleeping bag, easily compressed pillow and ground pad.  The weather in Gaza is cool and rainy in the winter: The average high in December is 19 degrees C./65 degrees F. and the average low is 8/47. 

--Give the emergency contact numbers below to select friends or family members. But remind them they should only be used in a true emergency! [Note that if you are dialing any of the numbers below from within the same country, drop the first two sets of digits and replace them with a single "0".]

Tighe Barry

  Cairo 011-20-194812932

   Gaza 011-972-598289860

Ann Wright

  Cairo  011-20-195081493

  Gaza 011-972-599501517

Medea Benjamin

  Cairo 011-20-189561919

  Gaza 011-972-599501519

--Be sure you have sufficient cash. We recommend a minimum of US$200 (€140), but it's best to err on the conservative side and bring a bit more.

--If you plan to make phone calls from Egypt or Gaza, check to see if your cell phone can be unlocked, and if so, do it! (You cannot use local SIM cards if your phone is locked. The use of local SIM cards is the cheapest way to make phone calls in the region.)

When you arrive at the Cairo airport:

Before going through passport control, you will need to go to a bank window to both change your currency into Egyptian pounds (EGP, also called LE) and purchase your Egyptian visa. Remember that you will need Egyptian pounds to pay for:

·       taxifare from the airport (up to 120 EGP) and to/from the orientation meeting (40 EGP).

·       your Cairo hotel [credit cards are often not accepted).

·       A GFM T-shirt [about 50 EGP] and snacks at the orientation meeting (optional).

·       government taxes going in and out of Gaza [approximately 200 EGP].  Each bus coordinator will collect this money on the way to Al-Arish so that we don't waste time waiting at windows, etc.

After you exit customs and pick up your baggage, get a taxi (look for the taxi desk at the center of the hall as you exit for a "legal" taxi) or car to your hotel. If you have pre-arranged airport pick-up with one of the travel agents listed on our Web site (Mohammed Ali Clay or Madame Ferial), look for someone holding a sign saying "GFM." If you do not have pre-arranged transport, a taxi should cost you no more than 120 EGP to the city center. Be sure to agree on a price before you get into the taxi.

The evening of Dec. 27:

At 7 p.m. Dec. 27, all Freedom Marchers should convene at Le Collage de la Sainte Famille (a famous Jesuit school) in Ramsis Square (on Ramsis St.), across from the main train station in downtown Cairo (www.cfs-egypt.net). The orientation is scheduled to last about two hours, but will probably run over.  The agenda will include introductions of the organizers, an overview of the tentative agenda for the week, a review of the code of non-violent conduct that will guide the rest of the trip and a logistics "primer." We will conclude by breaking into our interest/regional delegations for Q&A sessions.

If you arrive too late to attend the orientation, let one of the organizers know on the bus ride to Al-Arish the next day and we'll hold a small "make-up" session that evening.

But most importantly, come prepared to be patient and flexible! We do not know what will happen at the border - whether we will be allowed in to Gaza, and if so, for how long. Conditions will often be cramped, uncomfortable and inconvenient. But just remember that we are there not for own comfort, but to show solidarity with the people of Gaza. And whether we get in or not, the world will know we were there - and why!

Meanwhile, just to inspire you a little more…here is some reading material for the long plane ride to Cairo. Follow this link to find articles, blogs, videos and pictures from others who went to Gaza before you and shared their experiences.

See you soon in Cairo!

Ann, Medea, Emily, Gael, Pam, Tighe and the Gaza Freedom March Coordinating Committee

