Update #7: Dec. 25, 2009

Dear Gaza Freedom March delegates,

We’re here in Cairo and things are hopping. People are coming in from all over the world with all sorts of great ideas. Can’t wait to see you all here!!!

As you may have heard, the Egyptian government has denied our request to go into Gaza and has cancelled our permits for our orientation at the College Holy Family for December 27 at 7pm. 

To update people we will do briefings each morning at 8:30 am, starting on Sunday, at the Lotus Hotel, Sun Hotel and Select Hotels and share evolving plans.  We have come too far to be tourists as the Egyptian Government has suggested.   Recognizing that our creativity and flexibility are one of our most powerful tools we are exploring new and exciting ways to get our message out and keep the pressure on!

This may mean some increased risks.  We are asking you and your group, if you are part of one, to consider what kinds of risks you may be willing to take.  In theory any gathering over six people is considered illegal. But challenging laws is part of our work and the worse consequence you could expect is arrest and deportation which becomes an action itself. 

If we do it right, this may be politically difficult for Egypt to do.  We need people who are willing to take such risks, people who are willing to support them and people who will take minimal to no risks.  No matter what risk you are willing to take, there is important work for you to do here.

Around the world people are watching and are taking action demanding that Egypt open the border.  

Plans for December 27

Commemoration of the Dead of Gaza on the One Year Anniversary of the Israeli Attack

For those delegates in Cairo on December 27, from 11 am to 1pm, delegates can go individually or in small groups to the 6 October Bridge to tie flowers or letters with the names of the dead on the rungs of the bridge on the south side of the bridge facing Semiramis Hotel.   Talk with your group leader or the coordinator in your hotel (Select Hotel-Lisa Fithian; Sun Hotel-Billy Kelly; Lotus-Ann Wright)

In a more concerted effort to commemorate those killed in Gaza during the Israeli attack on Gaza, we are going to meet at 4:30pm on December 27 on the Nile River Corniche across from the Grand Hyatt hotel.  We are going to take tens of feluccas (Nile river boats that hold 25 people each) onto the Nile and place 1400 lighted candles in bio degradable “boats” /baskets into the Nile that will then float down the river.

While we are in the boats, we will have group coordinators on each felucca to brief delegates on plans for the week.  You can also purchase your  Gaza Freedom March t-shirts $10 each.  These will be important for the rest of the week.

December 28, 2009

Our 85 year old Holocaust survivor Edy Epstein will begin a hunger strike demanding that Egypt open the border. Other hunger strikers are welcome!  We are asking delegates to wear their Gaza Freedom T-shirt and converge promptly at 11 AM in Taher Square.  Everyone is encouraged to support this action by holding the space, whether that is in the Square or surrounding sidewalks.  

More actions after December 28 will be discussed at the morning meetings.

Lodging and Food

To give delegates more freedom of movement, we will return 50% of the monies paid to the Gaza Freedom march so delegates can use that money to pay for their own lodging and food whether you stay in Cairo or go towards the border—or get into Gaza!!!

Delegates are responsible for extending their stays in lodging they are in, or finding new housing.  For those who need very, very inexpensive lodging, there are dormitory rooms available and we can provide information. 

We will ask group leaders to assist us in returning funds to members of their group.  For those not in any group, please see Ann Wright.

We are thrilled that you are coming to Cairo for the people of Gaza!  

Despite all the changes, this is an experience you and the people of Gaza will never forget!!!
