Update #8: Dec. 27, 2009

Dear Gaza Freedom Marchers, 

Everything is in flux.  We're putting a schedule below but want you to know that during the night there's been an urgent situation at the French Embassy, and we may want to change our plans to be in solidarity with the French.  

Urgent update: As we are writing this hundreds of French delegates are camped outside the French Embassy, pitching tents and sleeping bags on the sidewalk, chanting "Palestine Freedom!"  The French Ambassador and his wife are outside negotiating with the delegates and the police and Egyptian authorities.  It is a powerful action and the French invite solidarity and support - come wherever you can!  The French Embassy is located at 29 avenue de Charles de Gaulle (Mourad Street) next to the Four Seasons Hotel, and opposite the zoo, in Giza, Cairo.  This is a critical situation and the police are surrounding the group.  Check it out if you can.  We will send out an update when possible. 

Here is our *tentative* plan for tomorrow, Monday, December 28:

7-8 am (OPTIONAL): We were informed this evening that the bus company was told by the government that it could not take us to Al-Arish or the border and we no longer have a permit to travel outside Cairo.  Because we had already invited the press and because we think it is important to document our determination to go to Gaza, we have asked for volunteers to show up between 7-8 am at "The Garage," located where Ramsis Street meets the October 6th Bridge (across the street from the Isis Hotel, 33 Ramsis St. It's actually just a walled-in parking lot, but this is how it is referred to by the Egyptians. If you get into a taxi and say "the garage in Maarouf" or "the garage at the beginning of Ramsis Street," or "the garage at the October 6th Bridge," the driver will get you there.  Bring a backpack to look like you're ready for a trip.  

Following the Garage, we invite you to go to the French Embassy, or just go straight there in the morning.  

9:30 am: Meetings at Sun Hotel, Select Hotel, and Lotus Hotel for 2 representatives from each group 

Lotus Hotel - 12 Talaat Harb Street, Sun Hotel - 2 Talaat Harb Street (at Tahrir Square), and the Select Hotel - 19 Adly Street. There is not enough space for all to attend--please just make sure two people from your group are at one of the meetings.  

11 am: Small press conference to update the press on our actions yesterday.  Press Conference will be held at 24 Mohaned Shafik Street at Wadi El Nil Street, in the area of Cairo called Mohandessin.   

12 noon: Action at the UN 

We will meet at the UN Agencies and World Trade Center, (1191 Corniche El Nil St., World Trade Centre, Cairo), where we will solicit the UN to intervene on our behalf to get us and our supplies inside Gaza.  We'll be bringing some of the humanitarian aid and asking for a meeting.  Additionally, we will announce the launch of a hunger strike by Gaza Freedom March participants, led by grandmothers including 85-year-old Heddy Epstein.  The is next to the Conrad Hotel and about 1/2 km past the Foreign Ministry on the Corniche El Nil.  

3 pm: The Women's Contingent will deliver a letter to H. E. Suzanne Mubarak at a location to be determined tomorrow.  The group invites you to wear pink and join, will depart from UN action.

Afternoon: Visits to other Embassies to be planned 

Other Updates: 

Please see a list below of important organizer contacts for the Gaza Freedom March - Egyptian cell phone numbers are listed.  

If you have an Egyptian cell phone, please text your number to Rae at 0197413178.  Please also say in your text if you are a leader of a group.  

Please remember that we are not acting alone here in Cairo - dozens of cities held moving and beautiful memorials on the one year anniversary of Operation Cast Lead yesterday.  See an incredible photo from the Swiss action at right.

16 activists with Anarchists Against the Wall in Israel were arrested (and have been released) for protesting the siege at the Erez border on the Israeli side. 

Solidarity actions will continue throughout the week around the world.  

Onward,

Gaza Freedom March Coordinators 

PS: Did you find a camera lens while at the candlelight vigil on the Nile?  If so, please call Angela at 0191406361 or drop off at Lotus Hotel.  Thanks!

GAZA FREEDOM MARCH Delegation Contact List

Medea Benjamin

GFM Organizer

0189561919

Ann Wright

GFM Organizer

0195081493

Tighe Barry

GFM Organizer

0194812932

Gael Murphy

GFM Organizer

0196771003

Ehab Lotayef

GFM Organizer

0176382628

Felice Gelman

GFM Organizer

0178149361

Salena Tramel

GFM Organizer

0172901837

Ali Glenesk

Student Organizer

0171334490

Mick Napien

Scotland Organizer

0192247860

Hisae Ogawa & Dorothy Dufour

Japan

09042936465

Nicolas Shashani - 0176430902

Olivia Zemor - 01017554023

France (Euro-Palistine)

Liliane Cordoe

IJAN (France/ International)

0167696774

Ziyaad Lunat

GFM Organizer

0191181340

Spiros Avgiris

Greece

0181992432

Maria Jose Lera

Spain

0034679597678

Stephanie Westbruck

Italy-ECCP

1201192167504

Rae Abileah - 0197413178

Marina Barakatt - 0197412890

Women's group

Martha Ismalia

Interfaith group

0165793135

David Torres

ECCP-Italy

0142692873

Claude Leostic

ECCP-France

0177946432

David Charles

UK

+447742253693

Lisa Fithian

Non-violence trainers

0160408312

Trevor Baumgartner

US unaffliated group

0195546878

Sarah

Toronto

0191288214

Wendy Goldsmith

SW Ontario

0193808689

Yusef

French Canadian

0129103340
