Dear Gaza Freedom March Participants,

We are so excited you have all decided to join us in Gaza at the end of the year and wanted to send you an update as we get closer to the march.  You can expect official updates through this listserv twice a month, as the march approaches.

In this update: 

· Number of marchers and payment information
· More information on what to expect from your time in Gaza

· Updated FAQ on the march Web site
· Select an interest group to march with

· December 27: Global Solidarity Day of Action info 
· Participant “to do” checklist

March Numbers and Payment Information:

Already about 500 people from over 30 countries have signed up to march with us in Gaza! Among the “notables” already committed to joining us are Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Alice Walker; Syrian actor Duraid Lahham; former Japanese ambassador to Lebanon Naoto Amaki (who will be leading a delegation of eight); and Philippine intellectual and National Assembly member Walden Bello, and Center for Constitutional Rights President Michael Ratner. 

We are getting close to our maximum limit and are so excited about the overwhelming support we have gotten, both from the international community and those within Gaza itself.  

Due to this overwhelming number of participants, we want to encourage you (if you have not done so already) to make your payment as soon as possible here.  While we will accept payments up to Nov. 30, if we reach our maximum capacity before this date, we will have to begin turning people away.  So please, make your payment today!

Want some inspiration? 

Take a look at two new videos now posted on our web site: Kids of Gaza, Talking with Students in Gaza about the March and Gaza residents welcome the Gaza Freedom March!
Updated FAQs Now Posted on the Web site

We recently updated the FAQs section of the march Web site to include more detail on visas, what to bring on the trip, etc. 

Interest Groups:

With so many people joining us from around the world, we would like everyone to join an Interest Group!  Bellow is a list of groups, with short descriptions and contact information.  Please sign up for an interest group by contacting Emily (emilycodepink@gmail.com) and the relevant contact person letting them know you would like to be added by Monday, Nov. 16.  Please only choose one!
Groups:

· Artist/Cultural: Are you artistically inclined?  Interested in using your talents in the arts and culture towards your activism?  Contact Fareed Bitar, fatoosh67@yahoo.com.

· Government Officials (past and present):  This group is for those that who served or are currently serving as governmental officials within their countries and would like to connect with others attending the march.  (Contact Emily)

· Interfaith:  This group is intended for people who want to connect with other individuals who are committed to peace work due to their religious faith and/or are interested in doing interfaith work.  Contact Mark Johnson, mjohnson@forusa.org, and Lynn Gottlieb, rabbilynn@earthlink.net.
· Journalist/Videographer/Photographer:  Will you be writing or taking photography or videos to be disseminated to the public?  Join this group to connect with others.  (Email Emily)

· Professor/Teacher:  This group is for anyone working the education field.  If you are a professor, teacher or administrator at a school and will be bringing your experience back to your students please join this group. (Contact Emily)
· Women: This group, led by CODEPINK, will connect with women’s organizations in Gaza, focus on women’s needs and will also work together on a mosaic mural in Gaza City. Contact jodie@codepinkalert.org or rae@codepinkalert.org. 

· Medical: If you are a physician or other type of professional in the medical field, we would like to put together a group that will look at health needs and medical challenges, and can be on hand for medical needs throughout the trip.  (Email Emily)

· Legal:  This group is intended for those in the legal field, who will be in contact with human rights groups in Gaza and could also be on hand at the march for legal representation/consultation.  (Email Emily)
· Student:  If you are a student, please contact Ali Glenesk, ali.glenesk@gmail.com, if she has not already been in contact with you. The group has already made many contacts with students in Gaza who are eagerly awaiting the marchers.
· Organizational:  There are a number of organizations that are sending a delegation of participants.  Some of these include Veterans Against the War and Peace Action.  If your organization is sending a number of people, please contact Emily and let her know the organization with which you would like to be affiliated.
· Regional:  There will be various regional groups (Europe, Middle East, Canada, Japan, etc.)  If you are not interested in one of the above interest groups, you will be assigned to the appropriate regional group.  Contact Emily with questions.
December 27: Global Solidarity Day of Action
December 27 will mark one year since the 22-day Israeli assault on Gaza began.  We're calling on people around the world to organize an action on December 27th incorporating the words “Free Gaza” at an iconic place in their community, and then upload a photo of their event to www.gazafreedommarch.org.  Photos will then be publicized and used to increase awareness about the Gaza Freedom March, and to pressure elected officials.  Will you invite people in your community to organize a solidarity action while you are in Egypt en route to Gaza?  Email Nancy at gaza.codepink@gmail.com for more info.  

Participant Checklist:

HAVE YOU….

· made your payment?  Visit: https://salsa.democracyinaction.org/o/424/t/9750/shop/custom.jsp?donate_page_KEY=5134
· made your flight reservation?

For those in the USA, you may contact: S International Travel Inc. in California at 3stravel@sbcglobal.net or +510-249-9333 (mention the Gaza Freedom March)
Remember to email Pam at peacenut57@yahoo.com if you will be staying in Gaza past Jan.  2. She is coordinating another exit from Gaza on Jan. 9, and has set up a Google group for everyone staying longer (including those staying several weeks or months)
· booked your hotel in Cairo?

Contact Mohammed Ali Clay in Cairo - mohamedbibo_2005@yahoo.com or +20128083170/+20235724885

· joined an interest group and emailed Emily with your choice? (see above)
· read the FAQs Page on the Gaza Freedom March website?

· talked with people in your community about organizing a solidarity action on December 27?

Watch for another update soon, when we will provide more details on just what you can expect to happen while you are in Gaza! Plans are developing rapidly and we think you’ll find them quite exciting! 
We are so excited you are joining us,

Ann, Emily, Medea, Pam and the Gaza Freedom March Coordinating Committee

