Dear Gaza Freedom March Participants,

It’s 33 days until we convene in Cairo for the Gaza Freedom March!
In this update: 

· Number of marchers and payment information
· More information on what to expect from your time in Gaza

· Updated FAQ on the march Web site
· Affinity groups

· Participant “to do” checklist

We are going to make a splash! Guess how many marchers have signed up?
Our latest count of expected Gaza Freedom Marchers is now about 1,000! If anyone doubts that the Gaza Freedom March will break records and get attention, think again. Just as impressive as our numbers is our diversity: We have two delegates in their 80s and 17 in their 70s!

Meanwhile, another, very special individual just endorsed the Gaza Freedom March: Jocelyn Hurndall. Now the director of development at Birzeit University in the West Bank, Jocelyn is the mother of Tom Hurndall, a British photography student and volunteer with the International Solidarity Movement who was shot and killed by the Israeli army when he tried to protect some children from harm during a protest in Rafah. Tom wrote this in his journal, shortly before his death:

What do I want from this life? What makes you happy is not enough. All the things that satisfy our instincts only satisfy the animal in us. I want to be proud of myself. I want more. I want to look up to myself and when I die, I want to smile because of the things I have done, not cry for the things I haven't done.

—Tom Hurndall

We think you’ll agree that we are going on the Gaza Freedom March for the same reason – to stand up for justice in the larger world around us.

But we have to make a splash at home too! And we need your help…
While we are marching in Gaza, we need everyone back at home – wherever “home” is – to stage their own demonstrations in protest of the plight of Gaza, one year after the devastating Israeli invasion.  In other words, we need to make it impossible for the media and the international “community” to ignore us. To help you plan actions in your locale, and recruit others to participate, visit the “Solidarity Actions” section of our Web site. You will find ideas for creative actions, a detailed “how-to” implementation guide, a calendar to promote your event and learn about others, etc. To see how a compelling visual was created at one event, and then picked up by a newspaper, see this article in The Guardsman. 

We also need you to reach out to the media before, during and after your tip to Gaza. The media thrives on local angles to international story, and your participation in the march provides just that. Depending on the media’s style and interest, you can offer an interview, write an op-ed or guest feature, or submit a letter to the editor. To make it even easier, we also have included a sample news release you can customize to fit your situation and send to your regional media. (See attached.) Whenever possible, include your own personal observations and experiences. A particularly good way to pitch your story is to tie the march – and your participation – into developments in the news. For instance, on Nov. 23, some newspapers carried a story headlined, “UN official says Israel's siege of Gaza breeds extremism and human suffering.” And on Nov. 20, this story was issued by ReliefWeb: Gazan farmers unable to work their land in buffer zone.  Here are two examples of recent pieces written by Gaza Freedom March organizers:


· “One year later, and the doors to the world’s largest prison are still sealed shut,” by Pam Rasmussen.

· “A glimmer of hope,” by Ziyaad Lunat and Max Ajl.

The Nov. 30 deadline for registration/payment is almost here, but it’s not too late to help a student participate!

Many people around the world, including university students, are organizing to make this march a reality. However, the cost of transportation to Cairo is significant for many students already struggling to pay tuition. Visit our Sponsor a Student page and read the stories of the students hoping to join us on the march. Underneath each profile are two links that allow you to donate to support that particular student through their Facebook pages. (You don’t have to be a Facebook member to donate!) By contributing to our student-scholarship fund, you can help others get to know Gaza “up close” and become the peace and justice “seekers” of tomorrow. All donations are tax-deductible. 
Logistics update and reminders
We have updated our FAQs once again to include some important information about what to bring with you when you fly to Cairo and get ready to go to Gaza. A few highlights:

· You will need to bring with you three black-and-white copies of the photo page of your passport – one for you in case your passport is lost, and two for the organizers.

· Don’t forget to also pack a sleeping bag and blow-up pillow if you have chosen the “camping” option, a raincoat and a warm jacket. If you have a used laptop you can donate, bring that with you too! They are in very short supply in Gaza!
· Regarding laptops and phones: You may bring a laptop if you want to blog or email home often; just be aware that Internet connections are inconsistent and slow at the best of times. With 1,000 foreign marchers in Gaza City, it will be even more unreliable. As for phones, see our question in the FAQs about your options. 
· Bring plenty of cash, instead of relying on credit cards or ATMs. Cash is much easier to use and better for the local economy in Gaza. You will need a minimum of US$200 (€134), plus some extra for buying handcrafts, etc. in Gaza.

· Once you arrive at the Cairo airport, but before you go through passport control, go to a bank window and pay for your visa. At the same time, we suggest you change about US$100 (€67) into the local currency (545 EGP, Egyptian pounds). [You will need to pay up to 80 EGP for a taxi if you have not arranged for airport pick-up, pay for your hotel in cash and still have 300 EGP in reserve for government taxes when going in and out of Gaza.]  

· If you have arranged for airport pick-up with one of our travel liaisons, look for a person holding a sign saying “GFM” once you exit passport control through the double glass doors.

Finally, you need to do these three things NOW if you haven’t already:

· Pay your trip fee by Nov. 30 to be confirmed for the Gaza Freedom March. 

· Book a hotel room in Cairo for the nights you’ll be staying there by contacting Mohammed Ali Clay at Mohamedbibo_2005@yahoo.com or Madame Ferial at ferial@friends-services.com
We are looking forward to seeing you in Cairo!
Ann, Medea, Emily, Gael, Pam and the Gaza Freedom March Coordinating Committee

