Update #4: Dec. 4, 2009

Dear Gaza Freedom March Participants:

It’s 22 days until we gather in Cairo for the Gaza Freedom March!

In this update: 

- Registration update

- Announcement of orientation location and departure point 

- Other logistical updates

- Enlist the support of your government

- Put your family and friends to work while you march!

We are a truly global group!

Registration is now closed, and about 1,000 marchers will convene in Cairo on Dec. 27 from 41 countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, England, France, Germany, Greece,  India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malta, Mauritius, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden,  Switzerland, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, Venezuela and Yemen.

Meanwhile, our “VIP” group has grown. The latest additions are Ali Abunimah, author and co-founder of Electronic Intifada, and Ronnie Kasrils, who was South Africa’s Minister for Intelligence Services from 2004 to 2008 and a member of the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress from 1987 to 2007. 

Finally…drum roll…: the location for the Dec. 27 orientation & Dec. 28 bus pick-up

At 7 p.m. Dec. 27, all Freedom Marchers should convene at Le Collage de la Sainte Famille (a famous Jesuit school) in Ramsis Square (on Ramsis St.), across from the main train station in downtown Cairo (www.cfs-egypt.net). The orientation is scheduled to last about two hours, but will probably run over.  The agenda will include introductions of the organizers, an overview of the tentative agenda for the week,  a review of the code of non-violent conduct that will guide the rest of the trip and a logistics “primer.” We will conclude by breaking into our interest/regional delegations for Q&A sessions. 

If you arrive too late to attend the orientation, let one of the organizers know on the bus ride to Al-Arish the next day and we’ll hold a small “make-up” session that evening.

At 7 a.m. on Dec. 28, delegates should gather at "The Garage," located where Ramsis Street meets the October 6th Bridge (across the street from the Isis Hotel, 33 Ramsis St.; contact phone number 002-019.481.2932). It’s actually just a walled-in parking lot, but this is how it is referred to by the Egyptians. If you get into a taxi and say "the garage in Maarouf” or “the garage at the beginning of Ramis Street,” or “the garage at the October 6th Bridge," the driver will get you there. 

The buses will depart from there for Al-Arish, where we will stay overnight before leaving for the Rafah border the next morning.

Other notes about logistics:

· You might consider purchasing international medical/trip insurance, since your regular policy typically does not cover treatment while you are traveling. Insurance quote comparisons are available at http://www.squaremouth.com/visitors-insurance/index.pl.

· It is worth reminding everyone once again: Flexibility will be essential throughout our journey! 

Remember, there are no guarantees to anything – and that includes getting into Gaza, or staying as long as we plan.

In addition, many of you have made special requests about your hotel rooms in Al Arish and Gaza. However, with the number of marchers we are bringing in to this small strip of land, we will have limited control over where and with whom people will be paired. Most will also have to share a room with two or three other people. Please be flexible and remember why we are there – to help the people of Gaza!

Finally, please bear in mind that the government in Gaza is very concerned with keeping us safe. At times it may seem as though it is over-protective, but much is at stake for them. The international community will treat the government harshly if even one of us is harmed in some way. Please treat the security personnel with respect for the enormous pressure they will be under. 

Enlist the support of  your government

The march itself is only part of our effort to lift the siege on Gaza and move toward a just peace in the entire region. What you do to prepare for your trip and what you do when you come back is even more important to the ongoing struggle to improve international policy and action toward Palestine. Going to Gaza for the march should be as much about deepening our resolve to do the education and policy work back home as it is about demonstrating our solidarity with the Palestinians trapped in an untenable situation.

Meet with your elected officials before you leave

A very important action to take before you leave on your trip is to contact your government officials and/or representatives. Let them know you are going on this trip, and explain what it is all about. In case you encounter problems, you will have established a relationship that might be useful. They don’t have to agree with you about Israel/Palestine, but they are still supposed to represent you. 

You can also request that your representative contact the Israeli embassy to ask them to respect the universal right to peaceful self-expression during our march, and to relieve the worsening humanitarian conditions in Gaza by opening the borders. 

We expect everyone going on the march to make at least one phone call to an official and preferably, at least one in-person visit.

Put your family and friends to work while you march!

Getting about 1,000 marchers into Gaza will be a miraculous feat, and we may need our supporters back home calling their congresspeople, inundating the Egyptian embassy and writing letters to the editor on our behalf – both as we try to cross and afterwards, as we report our observations. That’s why you need to assemble your own “quick- response team” back home among family, friends and solidarity organizations – ready to mobilize upon a phone call, SMS message or e-mail. 

In addition, we are encouraging solidarity vigils and demonstrations around the world during the week of December 27 (the one-year anniversary of the invasion and December 31. Actions are being planned in 12 cities across the States so far, as well as in the UK, Spain, France, Italy, Germany, Canada (4 cities), South Africa, Israel and the West Bank.  For example, a march to the Israeli Erez Crossing will be organized and led by the Arab Higher Monitoring Committee (the coalition of all major Palestinian groups inside Israel). And in the occupied West Bank, several groups, mainly those involved in popular resistance against Israel's illegal wall and colonies, are organizing many concurrent, local protests in villages, refugee camps and cities. Some promise to be "spectacular."

Please go to the website www.gazafreedommarch.org, under the tab “solidarity actions” to get ideas for actions, see where events are already planned, and post new ones. If you have any questions/suggestions, contact Nancy Mancias at codepink.nancy@gmail.com. 

See you soon in Cairo!

Ann, Medea, Emily, Gael, Pam, Tighe and the Gaza Freedom March Coordinating Committee

