Update #5: Dec. 10, 2009

Dear Gaza Freedom March Participants:

It’s 17 days until we gather in Cairo for the Gaza Freedom March!

***Have you filled out our mandatory online questionnaire yet?  If not, please fill it out at: http://www.gazafreedommarch.org/questionnaire and submit by THIS SUNDAY, December 13.*** 

We have updated the logistics section on the “Questions and Answers” page of our Web site, so please be sure to read it carefully! If you still have questions, 

email info@gazafreedommarch.org. 

In this update: 

· Telling your story through the media 

· Calling all bloggers and Twitterers!

· Sample press release for you to individualize

Tell your story to the world through the media!


About 1,000 delegates from 42 countries, including a number of prominent individuals, are participating in the Gaza Freedom March. This is a unique opportunity to generate extensive, worldwide coverage in both the mainstream and alternative press. If everyone does their part, we will reach hundreds of millions of people. You might not realize it, but in your hometown, your participation gives you the potential to get good local coverage in the print media, as well as on radio and TV.

What We Are Asking

We ask you do two things PRIOR to departure. Yes, PRIOR. You will significantly increase your chances for local news coverage by contacting your local radio, TV and print media outlets prior to departure.

First: Send out a press release. Pasted below is a sample release with instructions on how you can localize it. If you feel you fall into the “notable” category (don't be shy) you might want to send it to some national press contacts as well. For both local and national contacts in the U.S., go to this resource: http://capwiz.com/fconl/dbq/media. It also has good tips for talking to the media. However, it is always a good idea to call the newspaper and/or station first to make sure you know the right person to whom to send it and his/her preferred method of contact.  

Second: Follow up with a phone call. This is EXTREMELY important.  You can send your press release via e-mail, but unless you establish voice contact or get an e-mail reply, you will never know if the reporter read it. It is our job, not theirs, to make the connection. When you call, mention you are following up on the release you sent, then ask if this is a good to time to talk or if you should call back. (He/she might be on deadline and you must respect that!). If given the go-ahead, briefly summarize your story and add a little additional detail that makes the story seem particularly timely and worthy of publishing now (for instance, an item currently in the news about Gaza/Palestine). Offer an interview before you leave for the march and when you come home, and by phone/IM/email while you are there. 

We know we’re asking a lot. Many activists find it difficult to make the time with all the running around to get ready. And many progressives also have a self-defeating belief that the press doesn't care. But getting media coverage is essential to our mission of educating people and changing policy. So please, make the time to reach out to the press before you leave. Media specialists working with us are finding journalists more open than ever to our messages.

A few tips: If you're a student, don't forget to contact your campus media, as well as the press in your hometown. College graduates might want to contact your alumni publication. If you have any faith connections, contact the religious press for your denomination or community. 

Newspapers: In addition to offering interviews, consider submitting an op-ed. We suggest you draft 80 or 90 percent of an op-ed before you leave for Cairo, since you will likely be very busy once you’re on your way. Then, once you are on site, all you have to do is update it with some personal observations, etc. and submit it to the media team (gfmmedia@gmail.com), who will help you place it. People from the US can work directly with Michael Brown and the Institute for Middle East Understanding to get your op-ed placed.  They will also be getting in touch encouraging you to get started now.

TV: Let the station know when you are leaving and ask if it would like to film you at the airport, either going or returning. Then invite a few friends to join you, with some colorful signs wishing you well (or welcoming you home).

Radio: Offer to call from Gaza. We should have enough phones you can use.

While you’re away: Set up a team among family, friends and solidarity organizations back home who work to get media coverage for Gaza, the Freedom March and your participation while you’re gone, as well as set up interviews for you when you return. 

You won’t get media coverage unless you try. Please, customize and distribute the release and make the calls. You might be pleasantly surprised! Our friend Peter Wirth (www.peterwirth.net) has generously offered his professional PR services for free. Feel free to contact him if you have any questions: http://pwirth2@verizon.net.  Also, our friend Michael Brown and the Institute for Middle East Understanding have also agreed to help, especially with writing and placing op-eds. You can contact Michael@imeu.net and info@imeu.net.

Calling all bloggers and Twitterers!
Do you Twitter? If so, be sure to tell Paris Marron, CODEPINK’s online organizer, at pariscodepink@gmail.com. Then, Twitter as much as possible during your journey to Cairo, to Gaza and back – using your smart phone, a laptop or an Internet café! Add our special hashtag -- #gfm – at the end of the tweet so that we can find it easily and add it to the “Twitterstream” we plan to add to the Gaza Freedom March Web site. This will make it easy for friends, family and journalists to follow your adventures! 

Do you blog? If so, send the URL for your blog to gfmmedia@gmail.com so we can add it to the official GFM blogroll (http://gazafreedommarch.wordpress.com). Or, if you don’t have a blog, but want to submit a short personal perspective to the GFM blog, submit it to the same e-mail address. 

Are you a photographer or videographer? Upload your best pictures to the GFM Flickr group. Don’t know how? E-mail Paris Marron at pariscodepink@gmail.com and she’ll walk you through it. If you have worthy videos to share, send them to Anne Paxton at plrnet@earthlink.net to upload to our YouTube channel! (And be sure to tell your friends and family to subscribe to the channel as well!)


Sample Personalized Press Release 

For Immediate Release
Desiree Fairooz
817-521-7856
desiree@codepinkalert.org
www.gazafreedommarch.org <http://www.gazafreedommarch.org/>
 
Children's Librarian Desiree Fairooz to Join Gaza Freedom March Dec. 31

Joins more than 1,000 delegates from 42 countries

 
Desiree Fairooz, a children's librarian from Arlington, VA, and a member of CODEPINK: Women for Peace, will spend her Christmas vacation in the Gaza Strip, participating in the Gaza Freedom March along with Alice Walker and scores of other notables (www.gazafreedommarch.org).

Departing from Cairo, Egypt, Fairooz and more than 1,000 international activists will caravan into Gaza to witness the devastation from last year's Israeli invasion. On Dec. 31, they will join a projected 50,000 Palestinians in a non-violent march from Northern Gaza to the Erez/Israeli border to call for the border to open. On the Israeli side of the Erez border Palestinians and Israelis will also be rallying to urge the Israeli government to open the border. “As a former teacher and currently a children’s librarian,  I cannot sit idly by while my government supports Israeli policies that lead to the death and suffering of innocent children in Gaza.”

Marking the one-year anniversary of the December 2008 Israeli invasion that left more than 1,400 Palestinians dead, the Gaza Freedom March is a grassroots global response to the inaction on the part of world leaders and institutions. More than 1,000 international delegates from 42 countries are participating. 

Participants include Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alice Walker, leading Syrian comedian Duraid Lahham, French Senator Alima Boumediene–Thiery, author and Filipino Parliament member Walden Bello, former vice president of the European Parliamentarian Luisa Morgantini from Italy, President of the U.S. Center for Constitutional Rights Michael Ratner, Japanese Former Ambassador to Lebanon Naoto Amaki, French Hip Hop Artists Ministere des Affaires Populaires, and 85-year-old Holocaust survivor and analyst at the Nuremburg Trials Hedy Epstein.

Also marching will be families of three generations; doctors; lawyers; diplomats; 70 students; an interfaith group that includes rabbis, priests and imams; a women's delegation; a veterans group; and Palestinians born overseas who have never seen their families in Gaza.

The Gaza Freedom March, which will take place in Gaza on Dec. 31, is an historic initiative to break the siege that has imprisoned the 1.5 million people who live there. Conceived in the spirit of Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and nonviolent resistance to injustice worldwide, the march will gather people from all over the world to march—hand in hand—with the people of Gaza to demand that the Israelis open the borders. 

Inside Gaza, excitement is growing. Representatives of all segments of civil society, including students, professors, refugee groups, unions, women's organizations and NGOs, are busy organizing and estimate that at least 50,000 Palestinians will participate. People from the different sectors will march in their “uniforms”--fishermen, doctors, students, farmers, teachers, etc. “We are moved by the tremendous response to this march and are heartened that the global community has not forgotten us,” said Haidar Eid, a member of the Organizing Committee in Gaza.

For more information, visit www.gazafreedommarch.org or contact info@gazafreedommarch.org
 
Ann Wright in Egypt (19) 508-1493, Gaza (599) 501-517
Tighe Barry, in Egypt (19) 481-2932, Gaza (598) 289-860
Medea Benjamin in Egypt (18) 956-1919, Gaza  (599) 501-519
Haidar Eid Gaza (599) 441 766


Desiree Fairooz
Arlington, VA
817-521-7856
 
